
 It is important to explain that the Church 
is not a building. The word for “church” in 
the New Testament is “ecclesia” which 
means “called out ones.” We can say that 
the Church is the community of believers 
from all nations which God has called out 
of the world to be His people. It is the 
Lord who calls His people, who changes 
their hearts, and who indwells them by 
His Spirit. Jesus said, “I will build My 
church.” It is Jesus who builds His Church, 
and it is certain that He will do it. This has 
always been His purpose throughout 
history. Jesus loved His Church from all 
eternity. He came to give His life for His 

Church. And He is coming again to receive 
her to Himself.  
Every day they continued to meet 
together in the temple courts. They broke 
bread in their homes and ate together 
with glad and sincere hearts, praising 
God and enjoying the favor of all the 
people. And the Lord added to their 
number daily those who were being 
saved. Acts 2: 46-47 
So the churches were strengthened in the 
faith and grew daily in numbers. Acts 16: 
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To the church of God in Corinth, to 
those sanctified in Christ Jesus and 

called to be his holy people, 
together with all those 

everywhere who call on the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ—

their Lord and ours I Corinthians 1: 2 

When Jesus said that He would 
build His Church, He was referring 
to the universal, invisible Church 

which only He can see. Only 
believers that are in communion 

with Christ are part of this Church. 
The word church, however, is also 

used to refer to local 
congregations which are visible to 

others. Unlike the invisible, 
universal Church, local churches 

are usually made up of both 
converted and unconverted 

people. Church planting has to do 
with establishing these local 

congregations of believers. Local 
churches are the primary means 

that Christ uses to build His 
universal Church, which is 

composed of only true believers. 

“I will build My church, and the 
gates of Hades shall not prevail 
against it.” (Matthew 16:18b) 

Colheita Ministry has also 
dedicated to plant and multiplying 

churches in Canada.  
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